
April 1939 SURVEY OF CURRENT BUSINESS 

Incomes of Dentists and Osteopathic 
Physicians 

By HERMAN LASKEN, National Income Section, Division of Economic Research 

THIS article presents in summary form the results 
of a Nation-wide survey ^ of the incomes of prac

ticing dentists and osteopathic physicians conducted 
by the National Income Section of the Bureau of 
Foreign and Domestic Commerce Avith the cooperation 
of the American Dental Association and the American 
Osteopathic Association and the assistance of the Works 
Progress Administration. The complete siu'vey will 
contain additional data, includiag comparisons of 
average income by type of income, type of practice, 
and education. Cross-tabulations of income by years 
and employment and pay of professional and nonpro
fessional employees of independent practitioners will 
also be presented. 

1 Questionnaires were addressed to 71,092 dentists, of whom 43,711 were members 
of tbe American Dental Association. The addresses of dentists who were not mem
bers of the association were obtained from sources approved by the American Dental 
Association. Usable returns were received from 0,103 members of the association 
and 1,800 nonmembers. 

Questionnaires were addressed to 9,143 osteopathic physicians, of whom 5,205 wore 
members of the American Osteopathic Association. The entire mailing list was 
provided by the association. Usable returns were received from 1,072 members of 
the association and 400 nonmembers. 

The various measures presented In this article have been weighted to take account 
of the different proportions of returns from members and nonmembers of the asso
ciations. However, the flgures presented in the tables as the "number in sample" 
for the various categories are simply the aggregate number of returns received from 
both members and nonmembers of tbe associations. Tbe methods used In making 
the combinations of returns from association members and nonmembers will bo 
presented In a more detailed report to bo published In the scar future. 

The income data presented refer exclusively to in
come from professional services, including income from 
iadependent practice and from salaried employment in 
professional work, and excluding earnings from other 
sources, as well as dividends, interest, and other prop
erty income. Except where otherwise indicated, the 
term "income" refers to net income from professional 
services only. 

Incomes of Dentists 
The average net income from professional services, 

including professional salaries, of practicing dentists in 
the United States ia 1937 was $2,914. This compares 
with averages of $4,273 in 1929 and $2,251 ia 1933. 
The corresponding medians, representing the income 
levels above and below which an equal number of cases 
occur, are shown in table 1 to be $2,485 ia 1937, $3,676 
in 1929, and $1,880 in 1933. 

The extent of variation among incomes of different 
members of the profession, as well as differences in the 
distributions themselves from year to year, are shown 
ia table 1 and figure 5. The differences between the 
averages and the corresponding medians reflect the ex
istence of a number of high incomes. These high in
comes have a marked effect on the averages, but have 
httle effect on the medians, so that an excess of the 

Table 1.—Cumulative Percentage Distr ibution of Dentis ts According to Total Net Income from Professional Services 

Item 

Porcontaga of total reporting net Income of 
loss than: 

$0 

$600 
$1,000... 
$1,500... 
$2,000... 
$2,600... 
$3,000... 

$4,000... 
$5,000... 
$0,000... 
$7,000... 
$8,000... 
$9,000... 
$10,000.. 

$20,000.. 

$60,000.. 

Average income 
Median income 
Percent of total 
Number in sample.. 

1029 

0.4 

2.2 
6.1 

10.2 
18.0 
27.0 
37.5 

60.0 
70.0 
80.0 
86.0 
90.4 
03.4 
95.2 

99.0 

100.0 

$4,273 
$3,070 

4,007 

By years 

1033 

1.0 

0.9 
20.3 
37.1 
63.6 
60.8 
76.7 

88.5 
03.5 
90.1 
97.6 
08.6 
99.0 
99.4 

•100.0 

100.0 

$2,251 
$1,880 

6,186 

1936 

1.3 

0.1 
16.5 
30.4 
46.2 
69.1 
69.9 

84.6 
91.4 
05.1 
97.1 
98.1 
OS.fl 
99.3 

90.9 

100.0 

$2,540 
$2,173 

7,028 

1030 

1.1 

6.2 
13.9 
25.0 
39.9 
53.6 
04.0 

80.4 
88.0 
93.3 
90 0 
97.0 
98.5 
99.0 

99.9 

100.0 

$2,709 
$2,371 

7,455 

1037 

1.0 

4.6 
13.0 
24.0 
37.1 
50.4 
01.8 

78.1 
87.2 
92.1 
05.2 
97.0 
98.1 
08.7 

09.9 

100.0 

$3,014 
$2,485 

7,063 

By type of practice, 1037 

Oonoral 

1.0 

4.6 
13.4 
21.6 
33.0 
51.6 
63.2 

79.0 
88.7 
03.3 
06.1 
97.7 
08.7 
09.1 

99.9 

100.0 

$2,800 
$2,444 

91.6 
0,870 

Partly 
spoclalked 

1.6 

3.8 
9.5 

17.0 
28.1 
30.6 
49.8 

65.6 
76.3 
81.9 
89.8 
02.1 
04.7 
96.3 

lOOO 

$3,071 
$3,011 

5.0 
472 

Wholly 
spocializod 

1.2 

2.0 
6.2 
8.8 

13.8 
22.3 
28.1 

41.5 
58.9 
06.9 
74.3 
79.9 
86.0 
00.0 

98.4 

100.0 

$5,461 
$4,489 

2.5 
231 

By typo ot income rcclplont, 1937 

Non-
salaried 

1.1 

4.7 
13.6 
25.0 
37.9 
61.0 
62.4 

78.6 
87.3 
02.2 
96.4 
97.1 
08.2 
98.8 

99.9 

100.0 

$2,883 
$1,062 

02.6 
7,346 

Part 
salaried 

0.4 

2.8 
0.1 
20.1 
33.0 
44.8 
56.2 

71.9 
84.0 
89.0 
02.2 
03.4 
95.9 
96.8 

99.6 

100.0 

$3,380 
$2,228 

4.8 
388 

100 percent 
salaried 

0.0 

1.2 
10.0 
17.0 
38.1 
50.4 

70.6 
80.4 
04.1 
06.0 
98.4 
98.4 

100.0 

$3,178 
$2,484 

2.7 
230 

I Loss than Ho of 1 percent of the returns reported $20,000 or more. 
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averages over the medians may be taken as a general 
indication of the extent to which high incomes occur in 
excess of correspondingly low incomes. 

The depression's effect on incomes in dentistry may 
be noted from table 1, which shows that less than 
one-fifth of the returns reported incomes of less than 
$2,000 in 1929, while more than half were below that 
level in 1933, and 37 percent were still below that level 
in 1937. Whereas only 5 percent reported incomes 
below $1,000 in 1929, 20 percent were below that figure 
in 1933. Considering the higher levels of income, only 
6.5 percent of the total reported incomes in excess of 
$5,000 in 1933, as compared with almost 30 percent in 
1929. Incomes in excess of $10,000 were reported by 
only six-tenths of 1 percent in 1933, as compared with 
almost 5 percent in 1929. 
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Figure 5.—Cumulative Percentage Distribution of Dentists According to 
Total Net Income, by Years. 

The upper level of income of the lower 10 percent of 
returns fell from $1,500 in 1929 to almost $600 in 1933, 
and rose again to over $800 in 1937 (see fig. 5). The 
upper 10 percent of the returns showed a minimum 
income of $7,900 m 1929, of $4,300 in 1933, and of 
$5,500 in 1937. A similar consideration of the lower 
and upper 25-percent levels shows that the top income 
of the dentists in the lower quarter fell from $2,350 in 
1929 to $1,150 m 1933, while the bottom income of the 
upper quarter declined from $5,450 to almost $2,900 
during the corresponding years. 

The distribution of returns by type of practice shows 
that the 2.5 percent of the practicing dentists who were 
wholly specialized received an average income of $5,451 
in 1937, which was almost 50 percent more than the 
average income reported by the 5.9 percent of dentists 
who were partly specialized, and almost double that of 
the general practitioners who represent 91.6 percent of 
the total number of active dentists. The relatively 
higher incomes of the partly and wholly specialized 
dentists are evident from a consideration of the distribu
tion of returns by size of income. Whereas more than 

one-fifth of the general practitioners had incomes of 
less than $1,500 in 1937, less than one-tenth of the 
wholly specialized dentists reported incomes below that 
level. More than half of the dentists reporting a gen
eral practice had incomes below $2,500 as compared 
with two-fifths and one-fifth of the partly and wholly 
specialized dentists, respectively, whose incomes fell 
below that level. While 25 percent of the wholly spe
cialized and 10 percent of the partly speciaHzed dentists 
reported incomes ia excess of $7,000, less than 4 percent 
of the general practitioners reported incomes over 
$7,000. Less than 1 percent of the general practi
tioners, as compared with 3.7 percent of the partly 
speciaUzed and 10 percent of the whoUy specialized 
dentists, reported incomes of $10,000 or more. Data 
showing the extent to wliich these differences are occa
sioned by the greater proportion of new entrants to 
the profession going into general practice will be pre
sented in a final release. 

A consideration of the 90-percent level in figure 6 
shows that the lower limit of income of the upper 10 
percent was $10,000, $7,100, and $5,300 in 1937 for the 
wholly speciahzed, partly specialized, and general prac
titioners, respectively. The more favorable position of 
the specializing groups, evidenced generally by the 
lower position of the curves, is brought out rather 
sharply at the 30-percent level, with that percentage 
of the general practitioners receiving an income of less 
than $1,750, as compared with more than $2,090 for 
the partial specialists and over $3,100 for the wholly 
specialized dentists. 
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Figure 6.—Cumulative Percentage Distribution of Dentists According to 
Total Net Income, by Type of Practice, 1937. 

The distribution by type of income recipient shows 
that the spread of incomes among the 100-percent-
salaried dentists was less than that of either the part-
salaried or nonsalaried dentists. While the average 
income of the wholly salaried group was less than that 
of the part-salaried group, the median was higher. 
More than 13 percent of the wholly independent prac
titioners reported incomes below $1,000, as compared 
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with less than 10 percent of the part-salaried and only 
slightly more than 1 percent of the dentists who worked 
exclusively for a salary. An income of less than $1,500 
was reported by one-fourth of the nonsalaried, one-fifth 
of the part-salaried, and one-tenth of the 100-percent-
salaried dentists. While the wholly salaried dentists 
reported a relatively small number in the very low 
classes of income, they did not report any incomes 
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Figure 7.—Cumulative Percentage Distribution of Dentists According to 
Total Net Income, by Type of Income Recipient, 1937. 

above $20,000, as did the nonsalaried and part-salaried 
groups. The 100-percent-salaried dentists reported the 
smallest percentages of total at all income levels below 
$3,000 and at all income levels above $5,000, indicating 
a higher concentration of numbers at thecentral values. 

Table 2.—Average Income and Percentage Distribution of Dentists, by 
Type of Income Recipient, by Years 

Item and year 

Average income: 
1929 
1933 
1936 
1936 
1937 

Index of average income (1929=100): 
1020 
1933 
1936 
1936 
1937 

Percentage of total number: 
1029 
1933 
1936 
1936 
1937 

Number in sample: 
1929 
1033 
1936 
1936 
1937 

Type of income recipient 

Total 

$4,273 
2,261 
2,646 
2,709 
2,914 

100.0 
62.7 
59.6 
04.8 
08.2 

100.0 
100.0 
100.0 
100.0 
100.0 

4,967 
6,1S6 
7,028 
7,465 
7,963 

Non-
sal'arlod 

$4,267 
2,188 
2,485 
2,720 
2,883 

100.0 
61.3 
58.2 
03.9 
07.0 

93.3 
93.0 
92.8 
92.9 
92.6 

4,622 
6,730 
0,511 
0,907 
7,346 

Port 
salaried 

$6,404 
3,235 
3,661 
3,503 
3,386 

100.0 
59.9 
67.6 
60.6 
62.7 

2,8 
3.5 
3,0 
4.1 
4.8 

144 
224 
272 
313 
388 

100 percent 
salaried 

$3,589 
2,937 
2,950 
2,981 
3,178 

3.0 

The data presented in table 2 show that the average 
income of dentists employed either in part or in whole 
in salaried work did not fall so low during the depres
sion, either absolutely or in relative terms, as did that 
of the nonsalaried practitioners. However, no data 
are available to show the incidence of unemployment 
on salaried dentists, the figures being simply the aver-

136180--89 2 

age incomes of those dentists reported employed. 
Although the average income of the 100-percent-sal
aried dentists was the lowest of the three groups con
sidered in 1929, the drop in the average for nonsalaried 
dentists was such as to place them in the lowest position 

Table 3.—Average Income and Percentage Distribution of Dentists, by 
Years of Practice and by Age, 1937 

Item 

(A) YEARS OP 
PRACTICE 

1 and under 

2 
3 
4 
5 . . 
6 
7 

8-0 

10-14... 
15-10... 
20-24 
25-29 
30-34.. 
35-39 
40-44.. 

46 and over 

Num
ber in 
sam
ple 

251 

269 
234 
262 
209 
183 
200 

462 

1,271 
1,097 

935 
000 
577 
532 
202 

117 

Per
cent 

of 
total 

3.5 

3.0 
3.1 
3.4 
2.7 
2.4 
2.0 

6.2 

10.9 
14.9 
12.7 
8.3 
7.9 
7.3 
2.8 

1.7 

Aver
age 
in

come 

$1,160 

1,770 
1,984 
2,276 
2,394 
2,865 
3,142 

3,183 

3,503 
3,473 
3,371 
3,119 
2,029 
2,412 
2,128 

1,731 

Item-

(B) AOE 

24 and under 

25 
26 
27 

28-20 

30-34 
35-39 
40-44 
46-40 
50-54 
5,')-59 
00-04 
05-00 

70 ond over 

Num
ber in 
sam
ple 

03 

105 
119 
202 

407 

1,141 
1,130 
1,170 

893 
626 
000 
502 
209 

118 

Per
cent 

of 
total 

1.2 

1.6 
1.5 
2.7 

6.3 

16.2 
14.7 
16.8 
11.0 
8.0 
8.2 
6.9 
3.8 

1.7 

Aver
age 
in

come 

$1,139 

1,368 
1,682 
1,704 

2,179 

3,030 
3,058 
3,477 
3,392 
2,007 
2,039 
2,270 
1,835 

1,448 

for all the other years studied. While the part-salaried 
dentists maintained the highest average in all years 
under consideration, the degree to which their income 
exceeded that of the other two groups diminished dur
ing the last 2 years. No definite statement can be made 
as to the cause of that decline, but it is highly probable 
that it was the result of the combination of a shift of 
dentists, as evidenced by the percentages of total, 
from both of the other two groups and of the greater 
proportion of new members of the profession going 
into part-salaried employment. 
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Figure 8.—Average Income of Dentists, by Years of Practice, 1937. 

Average incomes show a rapid increase during the 
first 7 years of practice, then level off to a maximum 
during the second decade of practice and decline slowly 
thereafter (see table 3 and fig. 8). The data indicate 
that during the period from the seventh to the twenty-
ninth years of practice average incomes exceed the aver
age for the profession as a whole. The averages shown 
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in section (B) of this table follow a pattern similar to 
that above, passing the average of the profession at 30 
years of age, continuing upward until the late thirties, 
falling below the profession average at about 55, and 
continuing to decline thereafter. Such differences as 
occur between the two sections of the table are occa
sioned by differences in the entrance age of the various 
members of the profession. 

A definite tendency toward salaried work by the 
newer entrants into the dental profession is evidenced 
by the data shown in table 4, which relate type of in
come received to years of practice. Although certain 
irregularities occur in the pattern of the data, there is 
distinct evidence that the proportion of dentists ia sal-

Table 4.—Percentage Distribution of Dentists According to Type of Income 
Recipient, by Years of Practice, 1937 

Years of practice 

2 
3 
4 
6 
6 
7 

8-9 

10-14 
16-19 
20-24 
25-20 
30-34 
35-39 
40-44 

Number 
in sample 

261 

209 
234 
252 
209 
183 
206 

462 

1,271 
1,097 

035 
600 
677 
632 
202 

117 

Percentage of total 

Total 

100.0 

100,0 
100.0 
100.0 
100.0 
100.0 
100.0 

100.0 

100.0 
100.0 
100.0 
100.0 
100.0 
100.0 
100.0 

100.0 

Nonsalaried 

81.2 

80.4 
85.0 
87.0 
87.5 
89.0 
90.4 

87.5 

92.6 
94.6 
94.0 
04.4 
06.8 
07.8 

- 08.4 

96.7 

Part sala
ried 

13.7 

8.7 
9.0 
7.0 
0.4 
8,7 
6.7 

7.6 

4.0 
4.2 
3.4 
3.0 
1.7 
1.3 
3.2 

2.0 

100 percent 
salaried 

6.1 

4.0 
4.8 
4.6 
3.1 
1.7 
2.9 

4.9 

2.9 
1.2 
2.6 
2.0 
1.6 
.0 
.4 

1.3 

aried positions is greatest among those who have entered 
the profession during more recent years. A possible 
explanation of the relatively high percentage in part-
salaried work in the group with 1 year or less of practice 
is that a number of these dentists may have been in sal
aried work with dental schools during the first half of 
the year and then entered independent practice, thus 
showing both types of income during the year, although 
not necessarily receiving them simultaneously. The 
sudden jumps in the percentages for the salaried classi
fications in the group with 8 to 9 years of practice may 
perhaps be explainable on the basis that those men who 
took salaried positions in 1928 and 1929 (thus showing 
8 to 9 years of practice in 1937) tended to hold their 
positions through the depression rather than attempt to 
go into independent practice. 

Highest average and median incomes were reported 
by dentists in the Pacific States (see table 5). The 
Middle Atlantic group reported average incomes almost 
equal to those of the Pacific group, but their median 
income ranked fourth among the geographic divisions, 
indicating a higher dispersion of individual incomes in 
that group of States. New England dentists ranked 
fourth in average income, but the more uniform distribu

tion of incomes placed this region second in terms of 
the median income reported. While data with regard 
to average income by size of place will not be available 
until the final report is released, it may be noted that 
the average incomes for States within the various re
gions tend to be highest in the States with the greater 

Table 5.—Average and Median Net Income of Dentists, by Geographic 
Divisions and by Selected States, 1937 

Qcographio division or State 

New England 
Massachusotts 
other 

Middle Atlantic 
New York 
New Jersey 
Pennsylvania 

East North Central 
Ohio 
Indiana 
Illinois 
Michigan 
Wisconsin 

West North Central 
Minnesota 
lowa.^ 
Missouri 
Other 

South Atlantic 
District of Columbia 
North and South Carolina. 
Qeocglaand Florida 
Other 

East South Central 

West South Central 
Texas 
Other 

Mountain 

Paolflc 
Woshlngton 
Oregon 
California 

Number 
in sample 

519 
277 
242 

2,042 
1,121 

313 
608 

1,844 
435 
187 
617 
329 
270 

1,160 
321 
226 
281 
338 

467 
57 
73 

126 
212 

208 

369 
203 
166 

203 

986 
180 
102 
704 

Net Income from profes
sional services 

Average Median 

$3,155 
3,212 
3,090 

3,209 
3,303 
3,159 
2,844 

2,818 
2,908 
2,641 
2,752 
3,201 
2,401 

2,240 
2,688 
2,257 
1,932 
2,111 

3,168 
3,527 
2,431 
3,609 
3,043 

2,490 

2,768 
3,030 
2,304 

2,042 

3,214 
2,633 
2,410 
3,420 

$2,722 
2,640 
2,806 

2,6U0 
2,821 
2,622 
2,419 

2,470 
2,675 
2,309 
2,366 
3,106 
2,187 

1,081 
2,497 
1,982 
1,679 
1,809 

2,716 
3,348 
2,184 
2,970 
2,600 

2,268 

2,476 
2,749 
2,009 

2,324 

2,777 
2,492 
2,332 
2,950 

proportions of urban population. Thus, Massachusetts 
has an average income higher than that of the rest of 
the New England States, and New York and California 
each lead their respective regions in average income 
received. States for which averages are shown were 
selected on the basis of the size of the sample for the 
State and the difference between the State and regional 
averages. While the samples for some of the States 
shown may be too small to warrant definite statements 
as to the absolute levels of income, the direction of the 
difference between their averages and those of the re
gions may be taken as significant. Thus, whereas the 
average of $3,609 reported for Georgia and Florida may 
be too high, being based on only 125 returns, there can 
be little doubt that their relative position in the South 
Atlantic region is above the average for the region as a 
whole. 

Independent practicing dentists retained 56 percent 
of their gross income as net income in 1937 (see table 6). 
The effects of the fixed costs of practice (such as rent, 
and depreciation on equipment) can be seen from the 
low ratios of net income to gross income in the lower 
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income brackets. Thus, the dentists reporting gross 
incomes of less than $500 showed an average net loss 
for the year; those whose gross incomes were between 
$500 and $999 showed an average ratio of net to gross 
of about one-third. There is a further sharp increase 

Table 6.—Ratio of Net Income to Gross Income, by Gross Income Groups, 
Nonsalaried Dentists, 1937 

Gross income 

Total. 

$0-$409 
$600-$999.... 
$1,000-$1,499, 
$1,500-$1,099. 
$2,000-$2,409. 
$2,500-$2,999. 

$3,000-$3,99O 
$4,000-$4,909. 

Num
ber in 

sample 

0,936 

45 
101 
202 
374 
459 
510 

1,145 
006 

Ratio of net 
Income to 

gross 
Income 

0.50 

W 
.33 
.60 
.64 
.67 
.68 

.59 

Gross income 

$5,000-$5,099 
$6,000-$0,999 
$7,000-$7,009 
.$8,000-$8,999 
$9,000-$9,909 

$10,000-$14,999.., 
$16,000-$10,099.., 
$20,000-$24,000.., 

$25,000 and over. 

Num
ber In 

sample 

752 
031 
445 
332 
220 

511 
114 
36 

20 

Ratio of net 
Income to 

gross 
income 

0.57 
.57 
.56 
.56 
.57 

.68 

.66 

.62 

(') 
1 Net Income negative. 
• 0.46, exclusive of one return. Because ot the small size of the somplo in this group, 

the inclusion ot this return, the validity ot which appears doubtlul, lowers the ratio 
to 0.24. 

in the ratio for the gross income group of $1,000 to 
$1,499, with their net averaging half of their gross 
income. From this point forward on the gross-iacome 
scale, the ratio of net to gross increases slowly to a 
maximum of 0.59 between $3,000 and $5,000. There 
is little variation in the ratio after this level is reached, 
expenses increasing in about the same proportion as 
gross income. 

Incomes of Osteopathic Physicians 

The average net income from professional services, 
including professional salaries, of practicing osteopathic 
physicians in 1937 was $2,584, as compared with aver
ages of $3,620 m 1929 and $1,943 in 1933. The cor

responding medians, representing the income levels 
above and below which an equal number of cases occur, 
are shown in table 7 to be $2,037 in 1937, $3,067 in 
1929, and $1,521 in 1933. 

The extent of variation among incomes of different 
members of the profession, as well as differences in the 
distributions themselves, from year to year, among dif
ferent types of practitioners and among different types 
of income recipients, are shown in table 7 and in 
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Figure 9.^CumulatIve Percentage Distribution of Osteopathic Physicians 
According to Total Net Income, by Years. 

figures 9,10, and 11. The differences between the aver
ages and the corresponding medians refiect the existence 
of a number of high income returns, a condition to 
which reference was previously made in the case of 
dentists and'which is common to most distributions of 
income by size. 

Less than one-fifth of the returns reported incomes of 
less than $1,500 in 1929, but almost half were below that 
figure in 1933. Considering the higher income group. 

Table 7.—Cumulative Percentage Distribution of Osteopathic Physicians According to Total Net Income from Professional Services 

Item 

Percentage of total reporting net Incomes of 
less than: 

$0 

$500 
$1,000 
$1,600 
$2,000 
$2,600 
$3,000 

$7,000 
$8,000 
$9,000 
$10,000 

$16,000 
$20,000 
$25,000 

$60,000 

Median Income 

By years 

1920 

1.0 

4.9 
11.7 
19.2 
30.5 
39.6 
48.9 

65.3 
70.9 
84.0 
90.1 
93,5 
95.7 
96.6 

99.3 
99.8 

100.0 

$3,620 
$3,007 

704 

1933 

2.6 

12.3 
30.9 
49.4 
63.7 
74.1 
80.0 

80.8 
94.1 
96.9 
98.2 
98.8 
99.2 
99.7 

100.0 

$1,943 
$1,621 

873 

1935 

2.3 

10.6 
27.0 
42.7 
56.9 
07.6 
70.3 

87.3 
92.2 
95.4 
96.9 
98.1 
98.9 
99.2 

100.0 

$2,100 
$1,757 

1,088 

1936 

•2.8 

10.2 
21.3 
37.8 
61.6 
63.3 
71.6 

84.2 
01.0 
94.1 
06.3 
97.7 
98.2 
98.8 

09.7 
99.9 
99.2 

100.0 

$2,425 
$1,946 

1,240 

1937 

1.8 

9.5 
21.3 
33.9 
49.1 
61.4 
08.9 

82.5 
89.1 
92.9 
96.4 
96.7 
97.9 
98.6 

99.9 
09.9 
99.9 

100.0 

$2,684 
$2,037 

• 1,472 

By type ot practice, 1937 

General 

2.3 

10.6 
23.0 
37.1 
64.2 
65.9 
73.7 

86.1 
01.8 
94.7 
90.7 
97.7 
08.3 
98.9 

99.9 
99.9 

100.0 

$2,348 
$1,877 

73.1 
1,018 

Partly 
specialized 

0.6 

7.4 
10.3 
20.8 
38.1 
50.7 
56.9 

74.0 
81.9 
89.3 
9a 7 
95.0 
97.2 
98.0 

100.0 

$3,058 
$2,472 

24.4 
340 

Wholly 
specialized 

0 0 

0.0 
2.3 
0.1 

16.0 
34.1 
38.0 

56.8 
70.5 
70.5 
70.8 
81.8 
88.7 
88.7 

97.7 
97.7 
97.7 

100.0 

$6,309 
$3,020 

2.5 
38 

By type of income rfccipient, 1937 

Nonsal
aried 

1.9 

0.8 
21.5 
34.1 
40.2 
01.0 
08.8 

82.2 
80.3 
93.1 
96.0 
96.9 
98.1 
98.9 

99.9 
99.9 
90.0 

100.0 

$2,670 
$2,032 

93.0 
1,374 

Part sal
aried 

0.0 

2.7 
15.1 
30.1 
45.4 
65.0 
05.9 

81.0 
83.7 
87.8 
91.9 
03.2 
96.0 
97.3 

100.0 

$2,943 
$2,240 

3.9 
01 

100 percent 
salaried 

0.0 

10.0 
27.7 
38.3 
56,4 
70.4 
81.0 

85.3 
05,8 
95,8 
97.0 
97.9 
97.9 
97.9 

100.0 

$2,147 
$1,842 

37 
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by reading across the 90-percent level of figure 9, we 
find that 10 percent of the total number received more 
than approximately $7,000 in 1929, $4,000 in 1933, and 
$5,200 in 1937. Correspondingly, 90 percent of the 
total number received less than these amounts in the 
respective years. Similar comparisons may be drawn 
at the various income and percentage levels. 
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Figure 10.—Cumulative Percentage Distribution of Osteopathic Physicians 
According to Total Net Income, by Type of Practice, 1937. 

A typical reading from table 7 shows that almost 
two-thirds of the general practitioners had incomes of 
less than $2,500 in 1937, while only slightly more than 
half of those partly specialized and but slightly more 
than one-tliird of the whoUy specialized osteopathic 
physicians were below that income level. A considera
tion of the same income level according to the type of 
income recipient indicates that of those osteopathic 
physicians relying entirely on independent practice for 
their professional income, 62 percent had incomes of 
less than $2,500 in 1937, while only 55 percent of those 
receiving both independent and salaried incomes were 
below this figure. 

Table 8.—Average Income and Percentage Distribution of Osteopathic 
Physicians, by Type of Income Recipient, by Years 

Horn and year 

Average incomo: 
1020 
1933 
1935, 
1930 
1937 

Index of average Income (1929=100): 
1929 
1933 

1936 
1937 

Percentage of total number: 
1929 
1933 
1935 
1930 
1937. 

Number in sample: 
1029 
1933 
1935 
1936 
1937 

Typo of Incomo recipient 

Total 

$3,620 
1,943 
2,190 
2,425 
2,684 

100.0 
63.7 
00,6 
07.0 
71.4 

100.0 
100.0 
100.0 
100 0 
100.0 

704 
873 

1,088 
1,240 
1,472 

Non-
salaried 

$3,598 
1,908 
2,170 
2,400 
2,680 

100.0 
53.0 
00.3 
66.9 
71.7 

95.1 
05.1 
94.9 
94.4 
93.0 

608 
831 

1,031 
1,169 
1,374 

Part 
salaried 

$4,560 
2,462 
2,747 
3,049 
2,950 

100.0 
64.0 
60.2 
60.9 
04,7 

2,0 
2,8 
3.1 
3.6 
3.9 

19 
25 
35 
45 
61 

100-porcont 
salaried 

$3,485 
2,827 
2,305 
2,204 
2,150 

100 0 
81.1 
00 1 
OS 0 
01 7 

2 3 
2 1 
2 0 
2 1 
2 6 

17 
22 
56 
37 
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Figure 11.—Cumulative Percentage Distribution of Osteopathic Physicians 
According to Total Net Income, by Type of Income Recipient, 1937. 

Variations in relative positions with respect to 
average incomes of the three types of income recipients 
are indicated in table 8. Thus, part-salaried osteo-
patliic physicians reported the highest average income 
of the three groups in 1929 and the second highest in 
1933. The average reported for the wholly salaried 
group was the lowest of the three in 1929, but by reason 
of a relatively small decline, it was the highest in 1933. 
Decreases in the averages for the part or whoUy salaried 
groups in the latest years studied may possibly be 
explained on the basis of the entrance into these fields 
of the newer members of the profession whose average 
incomes are relatively low. 

The data in table 9, relating income to years of 
practice, show a rapid rise of income during the early 
years of practice to a peak in the twentieth to twenty-
fourth year of practice, and a decline thereafter. 
Similar data related to age show a maximum level of 

Table 9.—Average and Median Net Income of Osteopathic Physicians by 
Years of Practice and Age, 1937 

Item 

(A) TEARS OP 
rBAOTICE 

1 and under 

3-4 
5-6 

7-0 

20-24 
26-29 

Num
ber in 
sample 

141 
76 

156 
97 

144 
226 
121 
140 
93 

202 

Net income 
from 

professional 
service 

Aver
age 

$1,084 
1,508 
2,095 
2,491 
2,914 
3,186 
3,292 
3,393 
2,070 
2,300 

Medi
an 

$821 
1,214 
1,848 
2,000 
2,323 
2,639 
2,962 
2,479 
1,901 
1,924 

Item 

(B) AOE 

26 and under 

20-27 
28-29 

30-34 
35-30 

40-49 
50-60 

00 and over 

Num
ber in 
sample 

04 

76 
HI 

240 
191 

276 
264 

184 

Net Income 
from 

professional 
service 

Aver
age 

$828 

1,526 
1,928 

2,370 
3,173 

3,413 
2,830 

2,029 

Medi
an 

$699 

1,360 
1,740 

2,080 
2,020 

2,810 
2,239 

1,602 

income in the forties. While there is a high degree of 
correlation between age and years of practice in osteop
athy, differences existing between the two sections of 
the table are accounted for by reason of the variation 
in the entrance age of the various members of the 
profession. 
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Highest average incomes were realized in the Pacific 
States in 1937 (see table 10). Next highest were the 
Middle Atlantic States, while the lowest average in
comes were received in the West North Central and 
Mountain States. Although the New England States 
ranked fifth in average income received, the median 

Table 10.- -Average and Median Net Income of Osteopathic Physicians, 
by Geographic Divisions, 1937 

Qeograpbic division 

Middle Atlantic 
East North Central 
West North Central 

Paclfio 

Number in 
sample 

106 
221 
323 
284 
73 

121 
07 

256 

Net Incomo from protes-
slonal service 

Average 

$2,495 
2,737 
2,040 
2,300 
2,607 
2, 391 
2,291 
2,990 

Median 

$2,185 
2,096 
2,107 
1,740 
2,075 
1,012 
1,720 
2,393 

income for this area ranked second because of a more 
uniform distribution of income in that group of States. 

A ranldng of average incomes by the size of place 
from which the returns were received (see table 11) 
shows that throughout the years covered in this study, 
osteopathic physicians in places with populations of 
1,000 and under and of 1,000 to 2,500 received the 
lowest and the second lowest average incomes respec
tively, while the lowest 5 were consistently in groups of 
places with less than 25,000 population. While there 
are too few returns in some of the larger cities to afford 
valid comparisons, the differences in rank from year to 
year indicate that above the 25,000 population level 
there was little relationship between size of city and 
average income. Los Angeles showed a constant gain 
in relative ranldng, rising from a position of seventh in 
1929 to second in 1937. 

Table 11.—Average Net Income of Osteopathic Physicians, by Size of Place and by Years 

Size of place group 

1929 

Number 
in sample 

Averogo 
Incomo 

1933 

Number 
In sample 

Average 
Incomo 

1935 

Number 
In sample 

Average 
Incomo 

1936 

Number 
in sample 

Average 
Incomo 

1937 

Number 
in sample 

Avcrago 
income 

Indexes ofavorago incomo (1920=100) 

1029 1933 1035 1936 1037 

Under 1,000.. 
1,000-2,409.... 
2,600-4,999.... 
5,000-9,999.... 
10,000-24,009.. 

25,000-49,909.... 
60,000-99,999.... 
100,000-249,999.. 
250,000-490,099.. 
500,000-999,999.. 

Los Angeles 
Detroit 
Philadelphia 
Chicago 
New Yoric City., 

$1,919 
2,603 
3,043 
3,621 
2,971 

3,956 
3,866 
4,253 
3,777 
4,151 

3,962 

37 
69 
51 
94 

120 

81 
81 

$1,161 
1,453 
1,858 
1,967 
1,744 

2,032 
2,120 
2,028 
2,130 
2,424 

2,110 

54 
78 
72 

118 
156 

90 
97 

103 
107 
49 

60 

$1,234 
1,006 
2,046 
2,060 
1,910 

2,629 
2,325 
2,405 
2,410 
2,729 

2,589 

132 
179 

106 
108 
117 
117 
65 

$1,552 
1,942 
2,390 
2,221 
2,070 

2,783 
2,707 
2,402 
2, 651 
3,073 

2,806 

4,720 
5,446 
4,310 

2,495 
2,326 
3,051 

2,056 
2,833 
2,045 

2,720 
3,080 
2,756 

00 
109 
109 
151 
211 

118 
121 
141 
137 
03 

$1, 540 
1,962 
2,380 
2,381 
2,289 

2,894 
3,214 
2,066 
2,854 
3,125 

3,410 
3,637 
2,458 
2,863 
3,103 

100.0 
100.0 
100.0 
100.0 
100.0 

100.0 
100.0 
100.0 
100.0 
100.0 

100.0 

60.0 
56.8 
01.1 
65.9 
58.7 

51.4 
54.0 
47.7 
60.4 
58.4 

63.4 

64.3 
05.2 
67.2 
58.5 
04.6 

63.9 
60 2 
56.6 
63.8 
65.7 

65.3 

100.0 
100.0 
100.0 

52.8 
42.7 
84.6 

50.2 
52.0 
01.2 

80.9 
74.0 
78.5 
63.1 
09.9 

70.3 
71.6 
58.6 
70.2 
74.0 

73.1 

57.0 
50.7 
63.8 

80.3 
75.4 
78.2 
07.0 
77.0 

73.2 
83.2 
02.5 
75.6 
76.3 

80.1 

52.0 
52.4 
73.2 


